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Introduction

Each year, Advocacy for Respect for Cyclists (ARC) examines cycling 
conditions and grades what the City of Toronto has done to promote 
cycling. This report card is intended to inspire the city to improve and 
expand cycling facilities and programs, and provides a historic record of 
the conditions cyclists face on a daily basis. The grades are also intended to 
guide cyclists and government in thinking about what makes a good cycling 
environment. This report is modelled on a similar project by Transportation 
Alternatives in New York City.

More than 15 years ago the old City of Toronto had an enviable reputa-
tion for encouraging bicycle use. The pre-amalgamated Toronto boasted 
Canadaõs þ rst full-time bicycle education coordinator as well as the þ rst 
full-time urban planner for cyclists, and the city funded cycling education 
and development to the tune of $140,000 annually. That commitment led 
Bicycling magazine to recognize Toronto in 1995 as the best cycling city in 
North America.

Unfortunately, much has changed since then. 

Å In 1987, the City of Toronto chose òBicycles Belongó as its slogan to en-
courage cycling. Today the cityõs rallying cry is òDonõt be a Road Warrior.ó 

Å In 1988, the city helped fund a telephone hotline to help the thousands 
of cyclists involved in trafþ c accidents each year. In 2004, the new City of 
Toronto has abrogated this role, and the work is solely supported by the 
volunteer efforts of ARC members. 

Å 15 years ago, city planners were working to create continuous north-
south and east-west bike lanes on major routes. In 2004, these essential 
routes have still not moved beyond the planning stage.

The truth is, although the City of Toronto is still a leader in promising 
improvements for cyclists, city resources have been insufþ cient to keep 
pace with the growing appetite for bike facilities among residents, and 
inadequate to fully integrate cycling into the cityõs transportation network. 
At the time of writing, we mourn another cyclist in our community who 
died a preventable death. This report is dedicated to ensuring these ongoing 
tragedies donõt occur in the future.

The Ratings

Actual Cycling Conditions 
in City

Positives: More commuter cyclists, mainly due to improved cycling 
infrastructure.

Negatives: Deteriorating road conditions and increasingly congested 
roads. Inferior riding conditions outside of downtown core.

Outlook: Toronto seems destined to lose its reputation as a great cycling 
city unless the city works harder on improvements.

Executive Summary

 City Effort : C+  (æ)

Key to Grades

A: Bike heaven; the envy of cyclistsõ anywhere.
B: A good reason to get on your bike in the morning.
C: OK, but could look to other pro-bike cities for 

inspiration and ideas.
D: As bike friendly as crossing wet streetcar tracks 

with a speeding car on your back wheel.
F: Two ÿ at tires.
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Momentum and Leadership

Positives: Staff continue to energetically develop excellent new programs 
ð too bad thereõs no funding to develop them.

Negatives: Cityõs efforts best summarized as òall talk, no action.ó The 10-
year Bike Plan is already a 20-year plan.

Outlook: Momentum for cycling projects is at a standstill, but new council and 
new mayor offer hope for improvement in 2004.

Fatalities and Injuries

Positives: Cycling deaths remain relatively low.

Negatives: Deaths and injuries remain preventable. Some residents still 
avoid riding on city streets.

Outlook: Without greater city effort on road design and the 
implementation of promised cycling infrastructure, Toronto will continue to 
see fatalities and serious injuries.

On-Road Bicycle Routes

Positives: The Dundas St. E. lane opens after years of local effort to 
improve community safety. New bike lanes continue to extended routes 
outside of core.

Negatives: Lack of bike lanes make busiest cycling roads dangerous for 
riders.

Outlook: City will continue to fall short on promised routes to safeguard 
cyclists.

Off Road Cycling and 
Greenways

Positives: City continues to expand an already extensive network of off-
road cycling paths.

Negatives: Lack of winter maintenance for paths.

Outlook: With more routes planned, Toronto cyclists will continue to enjoy 
these excellent ravine, park and roadside routes.

Parking

Positives: More on-street bicycle parking than any other city in North 
America. 

Negatives: City efforts are unmatched by many businesses, business 
associations and property management þrms 

Outlook: Good, but still too many areas where it is a challenge to þnd 
parking.

Policing

Positives: More ofþcers on bicycles could create a greater empathy with 
cyclists among police.

Negatives: Police treatment of cyclists, particularly ticketing campaigns, 
are a deterrent to cycling

Outlook: No suggestion that police are capable of bridging differences with 
cycling community.

 City Effort : C  (æ)
 Reality for Cyclists : D  (æ)

 City Effort : C+  (å)
 Reality for Cyclists : C+  (ç)

 City Effort : A  (ç)
 Reality for Cyclists : A-  (æ)

 City Effort : A  (ç)
 Reality for Cyclists : B  (ç)

 City Effort : F  (å)
 Reality for Cyclists : D  (å)

 City Effort : C  (å)
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