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Report Card

Introduction

Each year, Advocacy for Respect for Cyclists (ARC) examines cycling
conditions and grades what the City of Toronto has done to promote
cycling. This report card is intended to inspire the city to improve and
expand cycling facilities and programs, and provides a historic record of

the conditions cyclists face on a daily basis. The grades are also intended to
guide cyclists and government in thinking about what makes a good cycling
environment. This report is modelled on a similar project by Transportation
Alternatives in New York City.

More than 15 years ago the old City of Toronto had an enviable reputa-
tion for encouraging bicycle use. The pre-amalgamated Toronto boasted
Canadais prst full-time bicycle education coordinator as well as the prst
full-time urban planner for cyclists, and the city funded cycling education
and development to the tune of $140,000 annually. That commitment led
Bicycling magazine to recognize Toronto in 1995 as the best cycling city in
North America.

Unfortunately, much has changed since then.

A In 1987, the City of Toronto chose 0Bicycles Belongd as its slogan to en-
courage cycling. Today the cityds rallying cry is 0Donit be a Road Warrior.6

A'In 1988, the city helped fund a telephone hotline to help the thousands
of cyclists involved in trafpc accidents each year. In 2004, the new City of
Toronto has abrogated this role, and the work is solely supported by the
volunteer efforts of ARC members.

A 15 years ago, city planners were working to create continuous north-
south and east-west bike lanes on major routes. In 2004, these essential
routes have still not moved beyond the planning stage.

The truth is, although the City of Toronto is still a leader in promising
improvements for cyclists, city resources have been insufpcient to keep
pace with the growing appetite for bike facilities among residents, and
inadequate to fully integrate cycling into the cityds transportation network.
At the time of writing, we mourn another cyclist in our community who
died a preventable death. This report is dedicated to ensuring these ongoing
tragedies donit occur in the future.
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The Ratings

Overall Cycling Conditions City Effort : C+ (ze)

-I-his category is designed to measure the overall quality of life for cyclists
in Toronto.

Cycling continues to pick up momentum in Toronto. There appeared to be
more cyclists on city streets in 2003, with ongoing improvements in cycling
infrastructure helping to drive this growth, particularly in the east end of
Toronto. The increasingly poor air quality 6 Toronto had 11 smog days last
summer, the third-highest number since the smog warning system began 10
years ago 0 has also raised public awareness about the positive contribution
of cycling to community health.

We are pleased that more politicians and bureaucrats seem to recognize the
importance of encouraging cycling. The City of Toronto has now committed
to reducing car use within its boundaries (although translating this commit-
ment into action moves at a snailis pace). The city is also working to double
the number of cyclists on city streets by 2010. But until there are fewer cars
on the road, the bicycle will not be an attractive or viable option for many
people.

Local cycling groups are also providing an expanded range of services
to entice more residents onto bikes. The Community Bicycle Network, for
instance, has run BikeShare, an affordable neighbourhood bicycle-lend-
ing program, for the past four years. There is a large and growing cycling
community in the city, whose members engage in pursuits ranging from
organizing weekend touring events to teaching bike mechanic skills.

Toronto also appears to be moving towards a healthier model of living in
other areas that will increase the use of bicycles. Activists have succeeded
in getting city council to close part of Kensington Market to trafpc on seven
consecutive Sundays this summer. Part of Church St. will also be closed on
selected days. With this small step, Toronto joins more than 100 other cities
worldwide that have successfully implemented car-free zones to combat the
growing stress of car dependence.






